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Celebrating Spiritual You-niqueness
Unity in Diversity in Families
Ohana Series, Week 5

1 Corinthians 12 focuses on the unity and diversity of spiritual gifts within the
body of Christ, emphasizing that each member has a unique role that contributes to
the whole. Applying this chapter to family life can foster a harmonious, supportive,
and nurturing environment. Here’s a practical application for families, with cross-
references from the Old and New Testaments:

Practical Application: How can we celebrate and utilize individual gifts within the
family dynamic?

1. Recognize and Affirm Individual Gifts (1 Corinthians 12:4-7, 11)

In the family setting, it’s crucial to recognize and affirm each member's
unique talents and contributions. How can we encourage open conversations
where family members share what they see as each other's strengths?

Cross-reference:

Proverbs 22:6 - "Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he
will not depart from it." This suggests guiding children according to their unique
abilities and interests.

Romans 12:6 - "Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us
use them..." This reinforces the idea of using individual gifts for the benefit of all.
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2. Foster Cooperation and Mutual Support (1 Corinthians 12:12-14)

How can we teach family members to appreciate and rely on each other’s
strengths? How do we organize family projects that require everyone's input,
such as planning a trip, renovating a room, or even preparing a meal
together?

Cross-reference:

Ecclesiastes 4:9-10 - "Two are better than one, because they have a good reward
for their toil. For if they fall, one will lift up his fellow." This highlights the value
of teamwork and mutual support.

Ephesians 4:16 - "...from whom the whole body, joined and held together by every
joint with which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the
body grow so that it builds itself up in love." Emphasizes the importance of each
member contributing to the whole.

3. Cultivate an Attitude of Gratitude and Respect (1 Corinthians 12:21-25)
How can we promote an environment where every family member feels valued
and respected? How can we regularly express gratitude for each person's
contributions and avoid comparisons or competition among siblings?

Cross-reference:

1 Thessalonians 5:11 - "Therefore encourage one another and build one another up,
just as you are doing." Encourages building each other up through positive
reinforcement.
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Philippians 2:3-4 - "Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in humility count
others more significant than yourselves. Let each of you look not only to his own

"

interests but also to the interests of others." This teaches humility and the

importance of considering others' needs.

4. Embrace Diversity and Unity (1 Corinthians 12:27)

How do we celebrate the diversity within the family, understanding that each
person’s unique traits contribute to a stronger, more dynamic family unit?
How do we engage in activities that highlight different talents, such as a family
talent show or a collaborative art project?

Cross-reference:

Psalm 133:1 - "Behold, how good and pleasant it is when brothers dwell in unity!"
This underscores the beauty and strength found in family unity.

Galatians 3:28 - "There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free,
there is no male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus." Promotes the idea
of unity and equality, which can be applied within the family context.

5. Serve Together in Love (1 Corinthians 12:31, 13:1-13)

How do we encourage families to serve others together, whether through
volunteering, helping neighbors, or participating in community service
projects? Doing so cultivates a sense of love and compassion.

Cross-reference:

Joshua 24:15 - "...But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.” This verse
can inspire families to commit to serving God and others together.
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John 13:34-35 - "A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another:
just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another. By this all people will
know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another." Encourages
demonstrating love through actions, which is a core principle for family life.

By applying these principles, families can create a loving, supportive environment
where each member is appreciated for their unique gifts, fostering both individual
growth and collective unity.

Questions for small groups discussion

1. How can we celebrate and utilize individual gifts within the family dynamic?

2. How can we encourage open conversations where family members share what they

see as each other's strengths?

3. How can we teach family members to appreciate and rely on each other’s

strengths?

4. How do we organize family projects that require everyone's input, such as planning

a trip, renovating a room, or even preparing a meal together?

5. How can we promote an environment where every family member feels valued and

respected?

6. How can we regularly express gratitude for each person's contributions and avoid

comparisons or competition among siblings?

7. How do we celebrate the diversity within the family, understanding that each

person’s unique traits contribute to a stronger, more dynamic family unit?
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